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Marthern Gyeonggi-do's communal ritual - Sansinje, religious
ritual for gods of mountains
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A Communal Ritual :
A way that people residing in Northern Gyeonggi province
inherit their own traditional culture

At present, the “Northern Gyeonggi” province refers to a collective area of 10 si and
guns located in the Northern Gyeonggi province, namely ‘the North area of Gyeonggi-
do’. Geographically the area is located the northern part of Han River and bordered in
the Military Demarcation Line and has been a central part of the Korean peninsula from
the historical point of view over scores of years; From the Three States era through the
Goryo Dynasty, Gaegyeong had become a Korea’s capital city, cemented its position as a
core part of the Korean peninsula for the time being. In addition, it is said that this area
played a cultural hub as well. Considering all these elements, the Northern Gyeonggi-do
has developed its own, unique culture over the other provinces.

Now we see things have changed; almost all have been moved into standardization
across the nation including culture. However some people try to conserve the history and
tradition of their own village of all these changing era. Is there any special reason for
them to do? What makes a difference or not in their own village over other ones? What
does it mean for them to see and recognize what they still have in the village?

Here is one of many traditional cultures which have been handed down in this province to
date. It is a communal ritual that is called as “Sanje”, “Sanjiseong”, “Sangosa”, “Sanjesa”,
“Maeulgosa”, or “Dongnegosa” depending on village, and written as “Sansinje”. There
is an old saying that San(Mountain) is the largest, highest one of all part of nature that
human being is able to rely on. In such a sense, it seems to be natural and sensible of the
village people depending on mountain and give offerings to mountain with their utmost
sincerity.

Traditionally Korea as a mountainous nation has a ritual for a guardian spirit of a
mountain all over the nation. In particular, the Northern Gyeonggi province sees most
rituals coming in October(lunar calendar) while other provinces such as Southern
Gyeonggi province, Chungcheong, Gyeongsang and Honam province establish the ritual
date in the 15th of January a year.

This is meaningful that the Northern Gyeonggi-do’s October ritual originates from the
national ritual of the Gogurye era and the Goryo Dynasty as a harvest ritual held in the
farming and hunting areas of old agricultural societies, which is totally different from
Daeborum Festivallthe full moon of January), Agricultural Ritual and Seeding Ritual that
are held in the rice farming area of the southern part of the country.

It has been a long time since the hunting culture disappeared. As the civilization has
been developed, the rice farming produced much more yields that the field farming did
and emerged as a main industry. This change reflected in the local communal ritual of

the Northern Gyeonggi-do. A culture is just like an
organism, growing depending on a situation and a
place from time to time.

Therefore there are a variety of ways of succeeding
communal ritual in the Northern Gyeonggi-do
alone. Some villages keeps Sansinje that is handed
down over three to four generations, others holds
a ritual as ‘ancestors do’ or others restore a ritual
in a regional government wide that was an old,
disappeared national one but only has been being
held in some home and village only.

More specifically, there are versatile rituals in the
Northern Gyeonggi-do's villages: Sanchiseong
which is simple, nice and neat with a single drink
and a single bow, a commemorative rite that is
different but slight same as a memorial service for
one's ancestors, Sansinje systemized with formality
and procedure that employs a Hyangsa process,
Dongnegosa that follows an exorcism by a Sharman
and a local farming band, another ritual that is in
the middle of change. As a result, when it comes
to a traditional culture, you can say the Northern
Gyeonggi-do is a rich treasure house.

Behind such a variety of survived traditions, there
are village people who try to keep their tradition
conserved with persistence. Would this be seen as a
cultural pride that they have?

We can search and read around several written
records regarding the communal ritual up until now.
In general, such rituals are with a limited access
and the public is not allowed to joint and watch the
traditional ritual. This let us to attempt to take photos
and moving images on the ritual spot, under the help
of the project supported by the local government.

A key message of the main texts is represented
in images. Writings depend on situations that you
watch a spot in person, in moving image, etc. So
under the images we put it down actual talks which
are communicated by all the relevant people in the
spot for you to feel a living ritual experience as much

as possible. But this could be still limited by my point
of view. As said, village people have barely taken part
in the spot where Sansinje is held.

These records have been made to convey a sense of
the traditional spot to the public.

You can be proud yourself living in a village where
the traditional ritual has been handed down. To this
end, some leaders are required to organize this
ritual successfully in a village but in my opinion,
all of village peoples are the ones who can play an
important role of it. These recordings will serve
an opportunity that people recognize they are
the leading people themselves in succeeding the
tradition; feel proud of their own village and further
its province. No wonder why the village people will be
a momentum that drives to keep a traditional culture
of a region handed down.

Maybe, this project could be a burden for us to
implement due to a small amount of subsidy.
Somehow we all made it and | proudly say this
event has been successfully finished by all relevant
people. | extend my thanks to the secretaries of each
culture center of the Northern Gyeonggi-do’s si and
gun who had a brainstorming for a theme selection,
discovered hidden villages which have been
succeeding the communal rituals of each region and
handed the cultural spot down. Most of all | would
like to express my special gratitude to all of village
people who inherit the traditional rituals in person,
saying “all we do is just to follow what our ancestors
in this village do with sincerity. It is obvious that the
village people themselves play the pivotal role of
building a true Gyeonggi province and are ones who
keep Korean race proud.

December, 2016
Gyeonggi Cultural Foundation
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